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MEMORANDUM FOR : Director = 
Federal Bureaw of Investigation 
! 
ATTENTION : Mr. Willlam ©. Cregar 
: SUBJECT : Martin Luther King, Jr. 


information concerning the Subject and his “Campaign. * 


Source hae advised that xr, Frank Adams, executive 
| _ director of the Virginia Council on Homan Relations, recently con- 
tacted Mr. Robert Clarke, ministey of the Arlington Unitarian 
| 


“Command Center” to support the wpcoming Poor People's Came 
paign headed by Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Cm the evening of 12 March 1968, the source indicates, 
Rev. Jefferson Rodgers of the Church of the Redeemer, Washing- 
| ton, D.C.. spoke before the congregation of the Arlington Unitarian — 
Church on the objectives of the Poor People's Campaign. Among 
other things, Rey. Rodgers related that some 3,000 people trained 
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also mentioned the possibility the Potomac bridges might have to be 
cut off or blockaded and the demonstrations tura te civil dischedlence 
if the dernands are not met by the Ccngrees. response, MY. 

Ralph Epencer, Chairman of the Board of the Church, and an emplo;ees 


of the Department of Agriculture, stated the Church could not and 
would not be a party to any unlawful act. 


. Two members of the Board of Directors of the Church 
subsequently contacted Mr. Spencer to express grave reservations 
about their church becoming deeply involved in the Poor People's 
Cempaign. Both indicated to Mr. Spencer that they desired a meet~ 
ing of the Board to air the issues involved. On the evening of 18 
rAarch 1968, the Board of Directors met to discuss their participa-~ 
thon. A “blanket endorsement” of the Poor People's Campatgn was 
proposed. The Board aplit four to four. A second proposal called 
for the Church's Social Responsibilities Committee to serve as the 
focal point for receiving and reviewing all requests for support by 
the Poor Pecple's Campaign. whether from the SCLC or the Virginia 
Couneil on Human Relations. The proposal called for the church to 

examine each request and situation as it developed and to decide on 
: the support to be rendered—or not rendered. This second proposal 
was approved by a seven to one vote, the sole dissenter being 
Sherman R. Abrahameon, a former CIA employee now with the 
Department of Commerce. 


The first request to be considered under the Board's 
approved guideline was that requesting the church to act as a store- 
house for food supplies. The Board agreed to honor the request. 


Because of his deep concern that the Arlington Unitarian 

| Church and its Board might be duped oF exploited by elements of 

| the Poor People’s Campaign, the source bas indicated & willingness 
to provide additional information as the Campaign develops. 


- Attached are copice of materials provided the source 
by the aforementioned Frank Adams. 
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The information contained {n this memorandum is for 
your internal use only and is not to be disseminated outside your 
Bureau without prior approval of this Agency. Please transmit 
any correspondence on this matter, Via Liatson, Attention: 
Director of Security. 


FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE: 


Signed 


CHARLES W. KARS 
' Howard J. Osborn 
' Director of Security 


Attachments as stated 


ce: /McEnroe, Markham J) (37123) w/o att 
. Mayer, Alan Eugene (56279) w/o att 
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